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LONG ISLANDERS AGREE: ACTION IS NEEDED ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
The Long Island Index 2005 Tackles the Area’s Biggest Challenges: Land Use and Smart Growth 
 
Garden City, NY (January 27, 2005) -According to Long Island’s second annual indicators report, 
the Long Island Index 2005 – “Working Together in New Ways for Long Island’s Future,” 
which will be formally released by the Rauch Foundation on Thursday, January 27th from 8:00 am 
to 9:30 am in the Grace Auditorium at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory (1 Bungtown Road), the 
suburban housing patterns that were specifically designed for families are now undermining the 
ability of families to remain together on Long Island.  64% of our neighbors have thought of 
moving to regions with lower housing costs and property taxes.  71% are concerned that housing 
costs will force a member of their family to leave Long Island.  
 
Attendees at the press conference will include business and community organizations, Nassau 
and Suffolk County government leaders and the media.  Speakers at the press event include:  
Nancy Rauch Douzinas, President, Rauch Foundation 
Carrie Meek Gallagher, Project Director, Long Island Index 
Robert Simkins, Principal, InfiniTech, LLC 
Bruce Stillman, President and CEO, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory 
Thomas Suozzi, Nassau County Executive  
Steve Levy, Suffolk County Executive 
 
Simultaneously, copies of the Index will be distributed to business and community organizations, 
Nassau and Suffolk County government leaders and the general public. Its conclusions target the 
region’s leaders who are in the position to gather community support to affect positive change 
and create viable solutions. Downloadable copies of the Long Island Index 2005 will be available 
at www.longislandindex.org. 
 
The report suggests that Long Islanders now fully understand the threats to our economy and 
communities due to the lack of affordable housing and a majority of them support government 
action and new land use policies to correct this problem.  A substantial majority of Long Islanders 
support building affordable housing on former industrial, commercial and government properties – 
a key element in “smart growth” planning.  And specific policy proposals that allow for increased 
development while protecting the environment are the only ones that will succeed, according to 
findings in the report.    
 
Carrie Meek Gallagher, Project Director, Long Island Index, stated,  “Most of Long Island’s 
current challenges, high taxes, traffic congestion, segregation, lack of affordable housing, loss of 
open space and public transit not matched to current needs, can be traced, directly or indirectly, 
to the sprawl that has characterized the region’s growth over the past 50 years,”  
 
According to Nancy Rauch Douzinas, President of the Rauch Foundation, “As a region, Long 
Island is at a tipping point and faces serious challenges.  The 2005 Index reveals that Long 
Islanders are worried about affordable housing.  Property and school taxes are the highest in the 
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country while the number of rental units is the lowest on a per capita basis in the U.S.  On the 
other hand, residents surveyed are particularly concerned about maintaining the pristine open 
spaces that make Long Island unique and don’t want to sacrifice the environment to augment 
housing in the area.  The Index makes sense of these statistics and shows how critical land use 
is for the future of Long Island.   
 
Last year’s inaugural report, the Long Island Index 2004 - “Setting Goals, Measuring Progress for 
the Long Island Region,” most startling finding focused on the brain drain of young people leaving 
Long Island to live elsewhere creating serious ramifications in terms of loss of both talent and 
innovation.  This year, the critical issue is land use. 
 
This report measures factors that contribute to community disenchantment or “angst.”  The most 
important problem facing residents, mentioned by 41% of Long Islanders, are taxes in general 
and property taxes in particular. The second concern, chosen by about 20% of Long Islanders, 
was the cost of housing and the lack of affordable housing.  The third most frequently chosen 
concern selected by 10% of Long Island residents surveyed was the environment, particularly 
pollution and overdevelopment. Twenty-eight indicators were selected which use data to show 
changes and trends.  
 
The report presents an unbiased, bipartisan view measuring the well being of the Long Island 
community and details an overall picture of how Long Island is faring as a region, and where 
there are needs or gaps that should be addressed now to avoid future problems.  By identifying 
emerging trends, the Index has created an annual tool that can be used by government, business 
and community leaders in their decision-making processes that will affect the quality of life for 
Long Island residents. 
 
Key findings of the 2005 Long Island Index are: 
 
The “unplanned” patterns of land use over the past 50 years have created 
many problems. 
 

• High taxes, traffic congestion, segregation, loss of open space, and public transit not 
matched to current needs, are all related to past land use policies. 

 
• Long Islanders have one of the highest per capita property tax burdens in the U.S. and 

forty percent of them see taxes as the biggest problem facing their region. 
 

• Nearly two-thirds of Long Island’s land surface is developed and residential property 
accounts for three-quarters of this land. 

 
• In 2004 only 67,000 acres (10% of Long Island’s total land) are left to be developed. 

 
• By 2050, only 6,000 acres of undeveloped land will remain. 

 
People are very worried about whether they and their families can continue 
to live on Long Island. 
 

• 71% are concerned that the high cost of housing will force family members to leave. 
 

• 64% think about leaving Long Island to move to an area with lower housing costs and 
property taxes. 

 
• 73% think the lack of affordable housing is “extremely serious” or “very serious.” 
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A substantial majority of Long Islanders support new land use policies. 

• 67% support government-sponsored affordable housing. 
 

• Building on former industrial, commercial and government properties, putting rental units 
in downtown areas and near train stations, and easing restrictions on rental apartments in 
single-family homes all received majority support. 

 
• However, concerns persist as to the potential negative consequences of change. 

 
The Long Island Index 2005 was developed and spearheaded by an advisory committee 
representing Long Island’s diverse communities, businesses, labor and civic sector.  The specific 
indicators were selected to reflect region wide impact and interests.  The Rauch Foundation 
provided funding for the project.  Future reports will continue to track the key issues identified in 
the 2005 report and include new indicators for emerging issues of interest on Long Island.  The 
report can be found at www.longislandindex.org.To obtain print copies of the report, please call 
(516) 873-9808. E-mail questions and comments to info@longislandindex.org. 
 
The public opinion research was conducted by the Center for Survey Research at Stony Brook 
University, Stony Brook, NY. A random sample of 1400 residents of Long Island, New Jersey and 
Northern suburbs of New York and Connecticut were interviewed by telephone giving an error 
margin of + or – 2.5%. An over sample of 200 African-Americans and 100 Latinos was also 
conducted to enable more detailed analysis of opinion in those groups. 
 
About the Rauch Foundation: The Long Island Index  is funded by the Rauch Foundation, 
a family foundation headquartered in Garden City, New York.  In addition to funding the Long 
Island Index for three years, in 2002 the Rauch Foundation commissioned a report and a series 
of three polls on Long Island to determine how the region is faring compared to other suburbs in 
the NY Metro area.  The report entitled Long Island Profile, the first three polls, “Long Islanders:  
Who Are We?”, “Caring for Long Island’s Children”, “Room for Growth: Long Island’s Changing 
Economy” and the Long Island Index are available at www.longislandindex.org. A fourth poll soon 
to be released by the Rauch Foundation, Where Do We Grow From Here?: Land Use on Long 
Island will also available for download on the website. To obtain hard copies of the reports or 
provide feedback, please call 516-873-9808 or e-mail questions and comments to 
info@longislandindex.org. 
 
 
For media who would like to receive the complete report, please attend the press event on 
January 27th. Continental breakfast from 8:00 am to 8:30 am and Long Island Index launch 
8:30am to 9:30am in the Grace Auditorium at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, 1 Bungtown Road. 
 
Media are encouraged to attend but must register by calling Deanna Morton at 516.829.5501 or 
516.298.4005 (cell) or Sara Rietbroek at 516.829.5501. 
 
 
Directions to Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory: 
 
From West: Take the Long Island Expressway (Route 495) east to Exit 41N towards Route  
107/106. Bear to your right when the road forks to stay on Route 106. Travel approximately 4 
miles (6.4 Km) north to Route 25A. Make a right, and travel east for 4 miles (6.4 Km). A sign 
marking Bungtown Road precedes the entrance to the Laboratory. Make a left at the traffic light.  
You will see a lighted CSHL sign and a large gold Victorian house by the entrance. You have 
gone a little too far if you pass route 108.  
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From East: Take the Long Island Expressway (Route 495) west to Exit 44N which is the           
Seaford Oyster Bay Expressway (Route 135) north. Take Exit 14E towards Woodbury. Turn right 
onto Jericho Turnpike (NY-25 E). Make a left onto South Woods Road and follow to its end.  
Make a right onto Cold Spring Road and merge onto Route 25A eastbound. A sign marking 
Bungtown Road precedes the entrance to the Laboratory. Make a left at the traffic light. You will 
see a lighted CSHL sign and a large gold Victorian house by the entrance. You have gone a little 
too far if you pass route 108.  
 
From South: Take Southern State Parkway, take the Seaford Oyster Bay Expressway (135) 
north to exit 14E Jericho Turnpike. Make a left on South Woods Rd and take that to its end. Make 
a right on Cold Spring Rd. and merge onto 25A going east. A sign marking Bungtown Road 
precedes the entrance to Cold Spring Harbor Lab. Make a left at the traffic light. You have gone a 
little too far if you pass route 108.  
 
NOTE:  Should weather necessitate re-scheduling the launch, the “snow date” is   

February 11, 2005. You can call 516.367.6877at CSHL for an update. 
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